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Grey County Council Supports Funding For Marine 

Emergency Duties Training and Research Centre 

On August 5, 2014, Grey County Council approved $2 million in funding over 10 years 

towards the development of a Marine Emergency Duties (MED) Training and Research 

Centre at Georgian College in Owen Sound. The funding will be the largest commitment 

ever made by council towards economic development and shows the County’s support 

of postsecondary education in the area. Grey County’s funding is part of the overall $7 

million cost to build the facility. 

“Georgian College is vital to our community. It provides many opportunities for people to 

learn a trade and become employable,” said County Councilor Arlene Wright, Chair of 

the Planning and Community Development Committee. “The college is an important 

piece of our economic health and people come from near and far to participate in the 

courses offered.” 

One of the anchors of the Georgian College campus in Owen Sound is the 

internationally-recognized Great Lakes International Marine Training and Research 

Centre. The County understands the importance of funding the MED facility to sustain 

the campus and strengthen the local economy.  

“Funding for the Marine Emergency Duties Training and Research Centre should be 

seen as an investment in economic development for Grey County,” said Brian Milne, 

Grey County Warden. “The financial return to the community will be significant and 

widespread.” 

The site will be the only English-language facility in Central Canada and will attract 

mariners from around the Great Lakes. Transport Canada is expected to make MED 

refresher training a requirement every five years for anyone working on a ship which 

could generate up to $5 million in spending annually by corporate trainees visiting Grey 

County.   

Why is an MED Training Centre important now? 

For the past 20 years, Georgian College marine studies students received MED training 

at a facility in Port Colborne, Ontario, but in 2013 Transport Canada closed the site. 

Without it, students and Great Lakes mariners seeking the required training are forced 
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to travel to Eastern or Western Canada. Sending students to the coast for training isn’t a 

sustainable option for the college. Without a local MED training facility, the campus 

could easily lose one of its core programs.  

What happens at an MED training facility? 

MED facilities prepare mariners for different emergencies that can take place on a ship 

including: firefighting, survival craft, life raft and immersion suit training, and first aid.  

At the Owen Sound campus, a large concrete firefighting platform with a simulated ship 

environment will be constructed. Environmentally-sound training drills will be conducted 

using propane or natural gas to fuel fires. Additionally, lifeboat launching sites will be 

constructed in the harbour and immersion suit training will take place in rented 

community pools.  

For further information, please contact Arlene Wright, County Councillor at 

arlene.wright@grey.ca or 519-376-9919, or Sharon Vokes, County Clerk at 

sharon.vokes@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext.1227. 
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