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Grey County Makes Progress on Important Issues at AMO 

Grey County Warden Brian Milne, members of County Council, and Clerk Sharon Vokes 

met with various provincial ministries on Tuesday at the annual AMO conference in 

London.  The Centre Grey Hospital in Markdale, the Marine Emergency Duties Training 

and Research Centre at Georgian College and unresolved land claims in Grey County 

were the topics of discussions.  

“Today we were able to make significant progress on some of the biggest challenges 

facing the County. The ministries were very receptive and eager to support our needs,” 

said Milne of the meetings. “The province wants to partner with local government to 

strengthen Ontario. Today’s meetings were a step in that direction.” 

Grey County delegates met with the honourable Dr. Eric Hoskins, Minister of Health and 

Long-Term Care, where they discussed ongoing delays and a lack of commitment for 

the redevelopment of the Centre Grey Hospital in Markdale. The Minister expressed his 

support of the project and pledged to find out why it has taken so long to reach a 

decision. He committed to raising the issue once the Legislative Assembly convenes in 

October and projects a decision from the province this fall. Bruce-Grey-Owen Sound 

MPP Bill Walker and Grey Bruce Health Services president Lance Thurston also 

attended the meeting.  

Delegates, along with MPP Bill Walker, next met with the Honourable Reza Moridi, 

Minister of Research and Innovation, where they stressed the need for municipal, 

provincial and federal governments to come together and support the construction of a 

Marine Emergency Duties (MED) Training and Research Centre at Georgian College. 

Grey County Council recognized the significance of the facility to the region and Central 

Canada and committed $2 million over 10 years. The Minister did not commit funding, 

but he will seek more information from Georgian College about the project. Delegates 

stressed the issue is time-sensitive and a guarantee from the province is needed.  

Warden Milne and Council had a positive discussion with the Honourable David 

Zimmer, Minister of Aboriginal Affairs, regarding outstanding land claims in the county. 

The Minister assured delegates that his office is trying to resolve outstanding land 

claims and treaty rights across the province and offered his departments resources 

through any challenges the county faces. The ongoing situation has been frustrating for 

both local First Nations and municipalities as the unresolved land claims cause 



Page 2 
 

Grey County: Colour It Your Way 

significant delays. Communication between the crown and First Nations has been 

limited.  

The AMO conference continues until August 20.  

For more information, please contact Warden Brian Milne at Brian.Milne@grey.ca or 

519-372-0219 ext. 1225 or County Clerk Sharon Vokes at Sharon.Vokes@grey.ca or 

519-372-0219 ext. 1227.  
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