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Connected County Master Class Plugs Grey County into 

the Broadband Economy 

Grey County hosted Intelligent Community Forum co-founder Robert Bell and more than 

80 local community and business leaders at the Connected County Master Class on 

Friday, November 7th at the Falls Inn and Spa in Walter’s Falls. 

With the theme “Plugging Grey County into the Broadband Economy,” the Master Class 

engaged Grey County leaders in discussions about the impact of high-speed Internet on 

economic and community development. Bell shared success stories from communities 

around the globe and lead participants in several interactive sessions aimed at creating 

plans for supporting connectivity-based initiatives in Grey County. 

“Our lives are powered by the Internet. We rely on getting and staying connected for 

everything from growing our businesses to connecting with friends and family. Internet 

connectivity – and how we use it – is critical to making sure our community thrives in the 

new economy,” said Hogan.  

“Today’s Master Class is the first step forward in a broader community engagement 

initiative to bring Grey County’s leaders together to develop a plan that will target our 

efforts, leverage our competitive advantages and promote sustainable prosperity 

through connectivity,” said Duncan McKinlay, Grey County Councillor. “The County is 

looking forward to working with leaders in our community to find ways that we can work 

globally and prosper locally.”  

Participants also heard details about the Southwest Integrated Fibre Technology 

(SWIFT) project, which Councillor Duncan McKinlay and Grey County’s Director of IT 

Geoff Hogan have been leading on behalf of the Western Ontario Warden’s Caucus. 

The SWIFT project will build a regional ultra-high-speed fibre-optic broadband network 

for everyone in Southwestern Ontario over the next several years. 

Upcoming Broadband Improvement Workshop 

Grey County is asking passionate residents and business owners interested in 

improving broadband in our region to participate in a collaborative workshop on 

Monday, November 17 from 8:30 am to 11:30 am in Owen Sound. The workshop will 
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explore the future of broadband in our region and will engage local residents and 

businesses for input to help create a framework for enhancing broadband connectivity. 

Anyone interested in attending can register online by visiting grey.ca and following the 

headline on the left side of the page, by calling 519-376-2277, or by emailing 

geoff.hogan@grey.ca.  

Event Details 

Date:  November 17, 2014 

Time:  8:30 am to 11:30 am 

Location:  Grey County Administration Building  

595 9th Avenue East, Owen Sound, ON   N4K 3E3 

Registration 

Online: Eventbrite 

Phone: 519-378-0219 

For more information about the Connected County Initiative, please visit grey.ca. For 

more information about SWIFT, please visit swiftnetwork.ca.  

For more information, please contact Geoff Hogan, Director of IT, at 519-376-2277 or 

geoff.hogan@grey.ca or Ashleigh Weeden, Community Engagement – Connected 

County Initiative, at 519-372-0219 ext. 1255 or ashleigh.weeden@grey.ca. 

http://www.grey.ca/
mailto:geoff.hogan@grey.ca
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/broadband-workshop-tickets-13995842943
http://www.grey.ca/services/economic-development/connected-county/
http://www.swiftnetwork.ca/
mailto:geoff.hogan@grey.ca
mailto:ashleigh.weeden@grey.ca

