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Grey County Council Sworn-In, Kevin Eccles Elected 2015 

Warden 

Grey County officially has a new council and a new Warden. Tonight, December 2, 

2014, nine new and nine returning County Councillors took their place in the Grey 

County history books, being sworn in by The Honourable Justice Julia A. Morneau and 

then electing veteran councillor Kevin Eccles as the Grey County Warden for 2015. The 

Warden is the head of council. In addition to duties of the County he represents Grey 

County on the Western Ontario Wardens Caucus and at various events throughout the 

year.  

In his inaugural address, Eccles spoke of the importance of council working together in 

the upcoming term. “As Warden of Grey County, I will endeavour to engage in ideas 

and discussion, to build a consensus for the policy making team.” “I look forward to 

leading a team that comes here tonight as 18 individuals from nine municipalities to 

work as a united force to continue to foster the movement of good policy by good 

governance for the betterment of all Grey County citizens.”  

This is the third time Eccles has been elected Warden of the County having previously 

served two years in 2008-2009. 

“Kevin brings experience to this position and the ability to act as Warden, something 

that will be required with a new CAO and nine new councillors,” said Arlene Wright, 

Grey County Councillor and past Warden. Wright, along with Bob Pringle, spoke in 

support of Eccles, nominating him for the leadership role.  

Half of the faces on County Council are new this year including Ian Boddy (Owen 

Sound) Scott Mackey (Chatsworth), Anna-Marie Fosbrooke (Southgate), Barb Clumpus 

(Meaford), Steward Halliday (Grey Highlands), John McKean (Blue Mountains), Sue 

Paterson (Hanover) and Selwyn Hicks (Hanover). Gail Ardiel (Blue Mountains) is also 

back on council having previously served from 2003-2006.  

Councillors returning from the 2014 term are Arlene Wright (Owen Sound), Bob Pringle 

(Chatsworth), Kevin Eccles (West Grey), John Bell (West Grey), Harley Greenfield 

(Meaford), Paul McQueen (Grey Highlands) Al Barfoot (Georgian Bluffs) and Dwight 

Burley (Georgian Bluffs). 
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Warden’s Address  

For 162 years the councils of Grey County have assembled each year to select a 

Warden for this great county. 

Wm. K Flesher served seven terms in total and some individuals represented areas that 

are not even parts of the County today. 

My aspirations are to serve as Warden as capably and as competently as those before 

me; not just to attain a record for longevity. Those are for the George Jacksons, Wm. K 

Flesher and Hazel McCallions of the political world.  

The term of Warden comes from the British Isles. The Governing Bodies back at the 

turn of the last millennium (that’s 1000 not 2000) referred to an individual who was the 

over-sight or Earl that reported to the King, who looked after five counties was named 

Warden. 

So in the 1700/1800s when the royal house was setting up the governing bodies of the 

townships, villages, and towns for southern Ontario or Upper Canada at the time the 

counties where deemed to call the leader of the county government Warden from the 

historical reference from England and the Isles surrounding it. 

For the initial year of this term as Warden of Grey County, I will endeavour to engage in 

ideas and discussion, to build a consensus for the policy making team. It will behoove 

me to be the spokesperson on behalf of council to convey these discussions to the 

public and return feedback to council. I will do my best to convey to staff an 

understanding of council’s thoughts and direction; from council to take action and 

positively implement the desires of council. 

Many policies and decisions are needed around transportation options, funding 

opportunities, housing, social assistance and many more. 

Some of these decisions will happen tomorrow, for some next week, month and some 

over the coming years. 

This gives an insight that, the County has been here before and in all likelihood will be 

here long after us. So let us always make decisions in the best interest of the County.  

As a team leader I strive for this. As members of my team, please hold me to it. 

As Warden for 2015 I look forward to leading a team that comes here tonight as 18 

individuals from 9 municipalities to work as united force to continue to foster the 

movement of good policy by good governance for the betterment of all Grey County 

citizens. 
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In closing, I would like to para phrase an expert from John F Kennedy.  

“Ask not what Grey County can do for you, but what together we can do for Grey 

County.”  

For more information, please contact Robert Hatten, Communications Officer, at 

robert.hatten@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext. 1235, or Sharon Vokes, County Clerk, at 

sharon.vokes@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext. 1227.  
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