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Grey County Approves Budget With 2% Decrease 

On March 3, Grey County Council approved the 2015 budget with a tax rate decrease of 

2.00%. The approved 2015 budget focuses on sustaining cost-effective operations and 

investment in the future. The total gross budget for 2015 is $135 million including a net 

levy requirement of $51.5 million. The 2% decrease works out to savings of $18.61 for 

the average residential single family detached household. 

This is the third and the largest tax decrease in the past nine years. On average the 

County tax rate has increased by 0.73% over the same period.  

Economic development is a major focus of the 2015 budget including funding for the 

regional high-speed internet project SWIFT and an investment in local education 

including the Marine Emergency Duties (MED) training facility at Georgian college. The 

2015 budget contains both the County’s $216,000 contribution to the SWIFT project and 

the transfer of $1 million into a specific broadband reserve that will be used to grow fibre 

infrastructure and leverage provincial and federal investment programs.  

“The health of the local economy is always on the minds of residents and business 

owners and this budget shows the County is devoted to helping the region prosper,” 

says Grey County Warden Kevin Eccles. “Having physical assets in place, such as high 

speed internet connectivity, is crucial for supporting a thriving business environment and 

making Grey County an attractive community for investment.” 

Grey County continues leading the way towards a fully connected Southwestern 

Ontario. The 2015 budget includes both the County’s $216,000 contribution to the 

SWIFT (Southwestern Integrated Fibre Technology) high speed internet project and the 

transfer of $1,000,000 to a dedicated funding reserve for fibre infrastructure. The 

transfer comes from existing one-time funding reserves and does not impact the tax 

rate.  

The approved budget also includes funding for both healthcare and education, two 

areas primarily overseen by upper level of government.  

“Each year municipalities need to play a bigger role in government. The 2015 budget 

recognizes this shift and the County is stepping in and supporting initiatives that are 

important to residents,” says Eccles. “Without municipal assistance, some of these 

projects may never get off the ground and the community would suffer.” 
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In 2015 Grey County will make its first contribution to the MED facility at Georgian 

college. The centre will be one of a kind in central Canada and the County’s support for 

the facility will help strengthen one of the cornerstone programs of the region’s only 

post-secondary institute. The facility will also benefit local businesses by attracting 

mariners from all around the Great Lakes in need of recertification. 

The 2015 budget also shows the County’s continued support for regional healthcare 

with contributions to The Hospital Foundation of Grey Bruce Health Services and 

continued funding for the Centre Grey Hospital in Markdale. 

“The County understands the vital role healthcare plays in our community. With an 

aging population and a sprawling landscape, access to quality healthcare is important to 

everyone,” says Eccles.  

The budget also includes an increase for paramedic services to allow for around the 

clock staffing of the Craigleith station. Historically this location has operated on a 12 

hour basis with after-hours calls going to Meaford or Collingwood stations. 

The County also recognized the challenges of its municipal partners dealing with the 

loss of Ontario Municipal Partnership Funding (OMPF) and will provide one-time 

assistance to help offset lost provincial funding. In 2010 the Provincial Government 

uploaded social services from municipalities but also began phasing out OMPF. To 

reduce the immediate impact on ratepayers, Grey County borrowed from its own 

reserves to avoid increasing taxes. Annual social services savings from the upload were 

used to payback reserves. By 2014 the reserve was fully repaid and the County had 

proactively saved an additional $5,651,486 for future needs. The 2015 budget gives 

half, or $2,825,743, of the reserve to local municipalities to help them reduce the impact 

of lost OMPF. The remaining 50% has been moved into an infrastructure reserve to 

help with the counties growing infrastructure needs. 

The 2015 budget in its entirety is available online at grey.ca by selecting 2015 Budget 

Meetings under the quick links. Copies of the budget can also be requested by calling 

the County at 1-800-567-4739. 

Budget process 

The 2015 budget goes through multiple levels of review before being approved by Grey 

County Council. First, departments review the budget, then senior management, and 

then the appropriate Standing Committees. Standing Committees provide staff with 

feedback and direction to amend budgets to meet service delivery needs. Once the 

Standing Committee is satisfied the budget goes to County Council for approval.  

The approved County levy is added to municipal tax notices and collected on behalf of 

the County by the lower tier.  

http://www.grey.ca/
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For more information on the 2015 budget, contact Grey County Warden Kevin Eccles at 

kevin.eccles@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext. 1225, or Kevin Weppler, Director of 

Finance, at kevin.weppler@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext. 1318. 
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