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County Council Moves One Step Closer to 

Administration Building Decision 

On April 7, Grey County Council moved one step closer to a decision on the future of 

the Administration Building and Provincial Offences Administration (POA) court in Owen 

Sound. After careful deliberation and debate, Council voted to proceed with construction 

drawings for a proposed expansion and renovation of the current Administration 

Building. The Ventin Group, hired consultants on the project, will prepare drawings and 

to return to County Council by the end of summer. At that time Council will consider next 

steps for development. The current estimated cost for the building is approximately $12 

million.  

The motion to proceed with the drawings was carried on a weighted vote of 52-33. 

“County Council has approved many renovations to the county building and POA court 

over the years but now it’s time to prepare for a major overhaul of the space needed to 

deliver services for the next 55 years,” said Grey County Warden Kevin Eccles. “Ask a 

farmer if he is still milking by hand or by robot; ask a commuter if he is driving a horse or 

riding a train to Owen Sound from Holstein. Change for the future is always a fearful 

thing but it is always necessary.” 

Grey County has been facing challenges with POA and the Administration Building for 

the past few years. POA no longer meets provincial standards for courts and both 

buildings have considerable accessibility issues that make it difficult for members of the 

public to access services. The proposal will move the court into the main Administration 

Building and will address the accessibility issues.  

“The County could see these issues coming for some time now and there was a lot of 

proactive planning to get us where we are today,” said Anne Marie Shaw, Director of 

Housing with Grey County. “Over the past few years we’ve been exploring various 

options for expansion to meet the service delivery needs of residents and the needs of 

staff. The proposed expansion and renovation is the best option to meet the needs of 

the County now and for the foreseeable future.” 
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In 2012 a Space Needs Task Force was formed to perform a full review of current and 

future needs for the County building. The group explored many possibilities ranging 

from a complete renovation of the property to an entirely new building. After carefully 

weighing the options the group brought forward the recommendation for a renovation 

and addition.  
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For more information please contact Anne Marie Shaw at AnneMarie.Shaw@grey.ca or 

519-376-5744 ext.1305, or Grey County Warden Kevin Eccles at Kevin.Eccles@grey.ca 

or 519-372-0219 ext. 1225.  
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