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Aggregate, Schools and Paramedicine the Focus for 

Grey County at AMO Conference 

Warden Eccles, members of Grey County Council, and Acting CAO Sharon Vokes will 

join more than 1,600 municipal delegates at the Association of Municipalities of Ontario 

(AMO) 2015 Conference in Niagara Falls from August 16 to 19. The annual conference 

brings together municipal, provincial and federal officials. It also gives municipal 

delegates the opportunity to meet with key ministries and discuss issues that are 

important to their local communities.  

This year Grey County will meet with four provincial ministries to discuss significant 

local topics including the upcoming school accommodation reviews, aggregate 

extraction and the impact on roads, the EPIC in-home community paramedicine trial, 

fracking, and proposed changes to the Planning Act.   

Grey County`s lone meeting on Sunday is with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing to discuss proposed changes to the Planning Act that could negatively impact 

local economic development. 

On Monday afternoon the delegation will meet with the Ministry of Health and Long-

Term Care to discuss the future of the EPIC clinical trial. Expanding Paramedicine in the 

Community has been well received by patients, but without sustainable funding the 

program is in jeopardy of ending. 

Grey County’s second meeting on Monday is with the Ministry of Natural Resources to 

discuss the Ontario Aggregate Levy and the impact aggregate trucks have on roads. 

The current levy isn`t reflective of the additional maintenance costs heavy aggregate 

trucks create for municipalities. The delegation will also discuss hydraulic fracturing 

(fracking) with the Ministry and lobby for stronger regulations and more research on the 

environment impacts of fracking. 
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The County’s final meeting is with the Ministry of Education to discuss school 

accommodation reviews. A recent report from the Bluewater District School Board 

identifies up to 18 schools at risk of closure. The delegation wants the reviews to be 

inclusive, involve municipalities, and consider all vital factors including transportation, 

social impacts and the importance of schools to small communities. 

For more information about Grey County’s AMO delegations, please contact Warden 

Kevin Eccles at kevin.eccles@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext. 1225, or CAO Sharon 

Vokes at sharon.vokes@grey.ca or 519-372-0219 ext. 1227.  

About AMO  

AMO is a non-profit organization representing almost all of Ontario’s 444 municipal 

governments. AMO supports strong and effective municipal government in Ontario and 

promotes the value of municipal government as a vital and essential component of 

Ontario and Canada’s political system.  

The 2015 AMO Annual General Meeting and Annual Conference will take place in 

Niagara Falls from August 16 – 19. For more than 115 years, Ontario’s largest 

municipal conference has united municipal, provincial and federal officials to work 

collectively to overcome municipal challenges and plan for the future. 

Ontario’s Premier, the Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing, and both opposition 

leaders are featured speakers and several provincial ministers will participate in the 

conference. 

The Annual conference is a chance for municipal official to work together to address 

shared challenges, to learn and to create new opportunities. In addition to the 

conference program, municipal staff and officials will take part in more than 300 

delegation meetings with provincial and federal ministries. 

Key session topics include local infrastructure and asset management, railway and 

pipelines in Ontario communities, trends in pension benefits, the sharing economy, 

MPAC, creative living options for seniors, and ranked ballots for municipal elections. 

Program details are available online at www.amo.on.ca. 

For more information about AMO or the 2015 Conference, contact: 

Brian Lambie, AMO Media Contact, 416-729-5425, lambie@redbrick.ca  
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