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Grey County Lobbies Local Issues at AMO 

Grey County is making progress on key local issues at the annual AMO municipal 

conference in Niagara Falls this week. By the end of the second day, Warden Kevin 

Eccles and Grey County delegates have met with four provincial ministries to shed light 

on some of the biggest challenges facing the area. 

“The AMO conference is a great opportunity to bring attention to major problems and to 

help keep momentum going on important projects,” said Grey County Warden Kevin 

Eccles. “Over the past two days we’ve met with multiple ministries and made significant 

progress on key local issues.” 

School accommodation reviews, sustainable community paramedicine, hydraulic 

fracturing, the Ontario Aggregate Levy and proposed changes to the planning act were 

all topics of discussion. 

On Monday the delegation met with Minister of Education Liz Sandals to discuss the 

upcoming school accommodation reviews. In this meeting the group learned 

municipalities will work with school boards as part of the review process and help 

determine the best uses for unoccupied spaces. 

“It was reassuring to learn municipalities will be more involved in the process than in the 

past,” said Eccles. “Schools play a tremendous role in small communities and we need 

to evaluate a lot more than the number of empty chairs.” 

In a second meeting Monday the delegation met with Ministry of Health and Long-Term 

Care to request continued funding for the Expanding Paramedicine in the Community 

(EPIC) trial. The County is halfway through a one-year trial that expects to prove in-

home healthcare by paramedics can reduce hospital admission. The program has been 

well-received by patients, but without sustainable funding it won’t continue.  

“The ministry seemed very interested in hearing patient testimonials and that’s a 

positive sign. I believe they recognize this trial is important for all of rural Ontario,” said 

Eccles. 
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The third delegation on Monday was with the Ministry of Natural Resources to discuss 

the Ontario Aggregate Levy and the impact aggregate trucks have on municipal roads. 

The delegates explained the current levy isn’t reflective of the additional costs 

aggregate trucks create. The Minister assured the group changes are being drafted and 

there will be an increase to the levy soon; however, the amount hasn’t been determined.  

“We’re hopeful the changes will be ready in time for the 2016 construction season,” said 

Eccles. “The levy hasn’t increased for a number of years.” 

The final meeting for the delegation was with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and 

Housing on Sunday to discuss proposed changes to the Planning Act. 

“It was a good meeting to clarify some of the changes, but we still have concerns about 

what some of the changes will mean for our processes at the municipal level,” said 

Warden Eccles. 

The AMO conference continues until August 19th. 

For more information, please contact Warden Kevin Eccles at Kevin.Eccles@grey.ca or 

519-372-0219 ext. 1225, or CAO Sharon Vokes at Sharon.Vokes@grey.ca or 

519-372-0219 ext. 1227. 

About AMO 

AMO is a non-profit organization representing almost all of Ontario’s 444 municipal 

governments. The AMO Annual General Meeting and Annual Conference is Ontario’s 

largest municipal conference. It unites municipal, provincial and federal officials to work 

collectively to overcome municipal challenges and plan for the future. 
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