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September 1 Council Meeting – Council Proceeds with 

Building Plans; Applies for Broadband Funding 

Administration Building updates and broadband funding were on the agenda at the 

September 1 Grey County Council meeting. This month’s meeting took place off-site in 

the Warden’s home municipality of West Grey. Council holds one off-site meeting each 

year. 

Council continues forward with construction drawings 

In April Grey County Council voted to move ahead with construction drawings for the 

proposed addition and renovation of the Administration Building in Owen Sound. The 

original plan suggested the addition be built on the back of the existing structure. On 

Tuesday County Council received a presentation by consultants from The Ventin Group 

outlining the advantages for building in the front. This option would help keep costs 

lower and would create better public access to services.  

After hearing the presentation and having some detailed discussions, Council reaffirmed 

its support for the building expansion and directed The Ventin Group to continue with 

the construction drawings for an addition in the front. Completed drawings are expected 

within a few months. 

“Making a decision of this magnitude is never easy, but it’s even more compounded 

when it sets the direction of county administration for at least the next 50 to 60 years,” 

said Grey County Warden Kevin Eccles. “After plenty of due diligence and assessment, 

this placement and size of expansion will serve the needs of council to deliver services 

in the most effective and efficient manner possible. That is what the residents of Grey 

need and deserve.” 

The Ventin Group has estimated construction will cost $12 million. Additional charges 

for professional fees, HST and permits are expected to bring the project closer to $13.2 

million. These figures are based on best estimates only and won’t be finalized until the 

project has been procured by a public tender. 
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A Space Needs Task Force was formed years ago to review the needs of Grey County 

for the Administration Building and Provincial Offences Court. The group explored many 

possibilities including completely renovating of the existing property, occupying other 

locations in the community, and constructing an entirely new building. After weighing all 

the options Council decided an addition and renovation was the most appropriate and 

cost-effective solution. 

 

Grey County to apply for broadband funding 

Grey County is applying for funding to expand fibre optic broadband and improve 

internet connectivity in the area.  

Later this month staff will submit an application to the New Building Canada – Small 

Communities Fund requesting funding from the provincial and federal governments for 

the $10.5 million project. Grey County is committing $1 million to the plan and is 

requesting $3.5 million from both the federal and provincial governments.  The proposal 

also calls for an additional $2.5 million investment from private sector internet providers.  

“Reliable broadband is critical to every sector from education to agriculture and we need 

reliable access to stay competitive and to stay connected,” said Grey County Warden 

Kevin Eccles. “We need to start acting now before we fall even further behind.” 

Applications for the Small Communities Fund are due by September 30 and each 

municipality can only apply for funding for one project. The County expects it will be a 

few months before hearing if the application is successful. 

The $10.5 million investment in broadband infrastructure compliments the SWIFT 

(Southwestern Integrated Fibre Technology) project. SWIFT is an initiative of the 

Western Ontario Wardens’ Caucus that plans to bring fibre optic broadband to homes in 

southwestern Ontario.  

“The Small Communities funding wouldn’t duplicate the efforts of SWIFT, they would 

accelerate them,” said Grey County Director of IT and SWIFT project technical lead 

Geoff Hogan. “Funding will be used to expand the broadband footprint right here in Grey 

County.” 
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For more information about the Administration Building, please contact Director of 

Housing Anne Marie Shaw at AnneMarie.Shaw@grey.ca or 519-376-5744 ext. 1305. 

For more information about the funding application, please contact Director of IT Geoff 

Hogan at Geoff.Hogan@grey.ca or 519-376-2277 ext. 1284. 
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